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1
DISPLAYING AUDIO DATA AND VIDEO DATA

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of copending U.S. utility
application Ser. No. 11/017,000, entitled, “System and
Method for Audio and Visual Synchronization,” filed Dec. 20,
2004 and issued as U.S. Pat. No. 8,331,345 on Dec. 11,2012,
which is a continuation-in-part of U.S. utility application Ser.
No. 10/259,032, entitled “Handling Video Transition Errors
in Video on Demand Systems,” filed Sep. 27, 2002 and issued
as U.S. Pat. No. 7,953,194 on May 31, 2011, each of which
are each entirely incorporated herein by reference.

FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH OR
DEVELOPMENT

[Not Applicable]

MICROFICHE/COPYRIGHT REFERENCE

[Not Applicable]

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Common audio and video encoding standards, such as
MPEG-1, Layer 3 (audio) and MPEG-2, or H.264 (video),
significantly compress audio and video data, respectively.
This allows for the transmission and storage of the audio and
video data with less bandwidth and memory.

In general, the video encoding standards operate on the
pictures forming the video. A video comprises a series of
pictures that are captured at time intervals. When the pictures
are displayed at corresponding time intervals in the order of
capture, the pictures simulate motion.

Generally, audio signals are captured in frames represent-
ing particular times. During playback, the frames are played
at corresponding time intervals in the order of capture. In
multi-media applications, it is desirable to play the audio and
video, such that audio frames and pictures that were captured
during the same time interval are played at approximately the
same time interval.

Encoding standards use time stamps to facilitate playback
of'audio and video at appropriate times. A decoder compares
the times stamps to a system clock to determine the appro-
priate portions of the audio and video to play. The time stamps
are generally examined prior to decoding, because decoding
consumes considerable processing power.

In many decoders, there are separate audio and video
decoding portions. The audio and video decoding portions
take different amounts of time to decode the audio and video
data. Generally, the video decoding portion takes longer time
to decode the video data. Accordingly, decoding and playing
audio and video data with the same time stamp can cause a
time lag between the audio and video. This is undesirable to
the user.

Further limitations and disadvantages of conventional and
traditional systems will become apparent to one of skill in the
art through comparison of such systems with the invention as
set forth in the remainder of the present application with
reference to the drawings.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Presented herein is a system, method, and apparatus for
audio and video synchronization.
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In one embodiment, there is presented a method for dis-
playing audio data and video data. The method comprises
examining a plurality of portions of the audio data, each of
said plurality of portions of audio data associated with a time
stamp; examining a plurality of portions of the video data,
each of said plurality of portions of the video data associated
with a time stamp; decoding one of the portions of the video
data; decoding one of the portions of the audio data while
decoding the one of the portions of the video data; and
wherein the difference between the time stamp associated
with the one of the portions of the video data and the time
stamp associated with the one of the portions of the audio data
is within a certain margin of error from a predetermined
offset.

In another embodiment, there is presented a decoder sys-
tem for displaying audio data and video data. The decoder
system comprises one or more controllers, an audio decoder,
and a video decoder. The one or more controllers examine a
plurality of portions of the audio data, where each of said
plurality of portions of audio data is associated with a time
stamp and examines a plurality of portions of the video data,
and where each of said plurality of portions of the video data
is associated with a time stamp. The audio decoder decodes
one of the portions of the audio data while the video decoder
decodes one of the portions of the video data. The difference
between the time stamp associated with the one of the por-
tions of the video data and the time stamp associated with the
one of the portions of the audio data is within a certain margin
of error from a predetermined offset.

These and other advantageous and novel features as well as
details of illustrated embodiments will be more fully under-
stood from the following description and drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SEVERAL VIEWS OF
THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of exemplary video and audio
data;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an exemplary decoder system
for decoding video and audio data in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram for decoding portions of audio and
video data in accordance with an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 4A is a block diagram describing encoding of video
data in accordance with the MPEG-2 standard;

FIG. 4B is a block diagram describing temporal compres-
sion in accordance with the MPEG-2 standard;

FIG. 4C is a block diagram describing an exemplary
decode order;

FIG. 4D is a block diagram describing exemplary encoded
audio data; and

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of an exemplary decoder system
in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Referring now to FIG. 1, there is illustrated a block dia-
gram describing exemplary encoded video 10V and audio
data 10A. In general, the video encoding standards operate on
the pictures forming the video. A video comprises a series of
pictures 10V(0) . . . 10V (n) that are captured at time intervals.
When the pictures are displayed at corresponding time inter-
vals in the order of capture, the pictures simulate motion.

Audio data is captured in frames 10A(0) . . . 10A(n) rep-
resenting particular times. During playback, the frames are
played at corresponding time intervals in the order of capture.
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In multi-media applications, it is desirable to play the audio
and video, such that audio frames and pictures that were
captured during the same time interval are played at approxi-
mately the same time interval.

Time stamps facilitate playback of audio and video at
appropriate times. Portions of the video data, such as pictures
10V( ) and frames 10A( ) are associated with time stamps
15V(), 15A(), indicating the time that the particular picture
10V() or frame 10A( ) is to be displayed.

Referring now to FIG. 2, there is illustrated a block dia-
gram of a decoder system in accordance with an embodiment
of'the present invention. The decoder system 20 comprises a
video decoder 25, an audio decoder 30, and a controller 35.
The controller 35 examines portions of the audio data 10A( )
and video data 10V().

As noted above, each of the portions of audio data and
video data are associated with a time stamp 15A( ), 15V().
The video decoder 25 decodes one of the portions of the video
data 10V( ) while the audio decoder 30 decodes one of the
portions of the audio data 10A( ). The difference between the
time stamp 15V( ) associated with the portion of the video
data decoded by the video decoder 25, and the time stamp
15A() associated with the portions of the audio data decoded
by the audio decoder 30 is within a certain margin of error
from a predetermined offset.

According to certain aspects of the present invention, the
predetermined offset can be based on the difference in times
taken by the video decoder 25 to decode a portion of the video
data 10V( ) and taken by the audio decoder 30 to decode a
portion of the audio data 10A( ).

Generally, the video decoder 30 can take a longer time to
decode a portion of video data. Thus, if the decoding of the
portions of the audio data (i.e., are decoded later) having
approximately equal time stamps 15 by an offset (the differ-
ence between decoding times of audio and video decoders),
portions of the video 10V( ) and audio 10A( ) to be played at
the same time become available for play at the same time. The
foregoing can be achieved by decoding a video portion
10V( ) and an audio portion 10A( ) where the audio portion
10A() is associated with a time stamp that exceeds the time
stamp associated with the video portion 10V( ) by the offset.

According to certain aspects of the invention, the decoder
system can also include a system clock 40 for providing a
time reference, and memory 41 for storing the audio and
video data prior to decoding. The controller 35 compares the
time stamps 15V( ) associated with the video data and the
controller 36 compares the time stamps 15A( ) associated
with the audio data to the time reference. The controller 35
then selects the portion of the video data 10V( ) associated
with the time stamp 15V( ) that exceeds the time reference by
within a margin of error from the offset. The controller 36
selects the portion of the audio data associated with the time
stamp within the margin of error from the time reference.

Referring now to FIG. 3, there is illustrated a flow diagram
for decoding portions 10V( ) of the video data and portions
10A( ) of the audio data. At 505, a portion of the audio data
10A(n) is taken. At 510, the time stamp TS for the portion
10A(n) of audio data is examined and compared to a reference
time, to determine if the time stamp 15A(n) associated with
the portion 10A(n) of the audio data is within a margin of error
from the reference time. If the portion 10A(n) of the audio
data is within the margin of error, the portion 10A(n) of the
audio data is selected (515). If not, the next portion 10A(n+1)
of the audio data is taken at 507, and 510-515 are repeated.

At 520, a portion 10V (n) of the video data is examined. At
525, the time stamp 15V (n) for the portion of the video data is
compared to a reference time, to determine if the time stamp
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exceeds the reference time within a margin of error from an
offset. If the time stamp 15V (n) exceeds the reference time
within a margin of error from the offset, the portion 10V (n) is
selected at 525. If not, the next portion 10V (n+1) is taken at
522.

At 530, the portion 10A( ) of the audio data selected during
515, and the portion 10V () of the video data selected during
525 are decoded together at 535. It is noted that the difference
between the times stamp 15V( ) for the portion 10V( ) of the
video data decoded during 535 and the time stamp 15A( ) for
the portion 15A( ) of the audio data decoded during 535 are
within the margin of error from the predetermined offset.

The present invention will now be described in the context
of'an exemplary audio encoding standard, MPEG-1, Layer 2,
and video encoding standard, MPEG-2. It is understood,
however, that the present invention is not limited to the fore-
going standards, and can be practiced with a variety of dif-
ferent encoding standards.

MPEG-2 and MPEG-1, Layer 2

FIG. 4A illustrates a block diagram of an exemplary Mov-
ing Picture Experts Group (MPEG) encoding process of
video data 10, in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention. The video data 10V comprises a series of
pictures 10V( ) Each picture 10V( ) comprises two-dimen-
sional grids of luminance Y, 105, chrominance red C,, 107,
and chrominance blue C,, 109, pixels.

The two-dimensional grids are divided into 8x8 blocks,
where a group of four blocks or a 16x16 block 113 of lumi-
nance pixelsY is associated with a block 115 of chrominance
red C,, and a block 117 of chrominance blue C, pixels. The
block 113 of luminance pixels Y, along with its corresponding
block 115 of chrominance red pixels C,, and block 117 of
chrominance blue pixels C, form a data structure known as a
macroblock 111. The macroblock 111 also includes addi-
tional parameters, including motion vectors, explained here-
inafter. Each macroblock 111 represents image data in a
16x16 block area of the image.

The data in the macroblocks 111 is compressed in accor-
dance with algorithms that take advantage of temporal and
spatial redundancies. For example, in a motion picture, neigh-
boring pictures 10V ( ) usually have many similarities. Motion
causes an increase in the differences between pictures, the
difference being between corresponding pixels of the pic-
tures, which necessitate utilizing large values for the trans-
formation from one picture to another. The differences
between the pictures may be reduced using motion compen-
sation, such that the transformation from picture to picture is
minimized. The idea of motion compensation is based on the
fact that when an object moves across a screen, the object may
appear in different positions in different pictures, but the
object itself does not change substantially in appearance, in
the sense that the pixels comprising the object have very close
values, if not the same, regardless of their position within the
picture. Measuring and recording the motion as a vector can
reduce the picture differences. The vector can be used during
decoding to shift a macroblock 111 of one picture to the
appropriate part of another picture, thus creating movement
of the object. Hence, instead of encoding the new value for
each pixel, a block of pixels can be grouped, and the motion
vector, which determines the position of that block of pixels
in another picture, is encoded.

Accordingly, most of the macroblocks 111 are compared to
portions of other pictures 10V( ) (reference pictures). When
an appropriate (most similar, i.e. containing the same object
(s)) portion of a reference picture 10V( ) is found, the differ-
ences between the portion of the reference picture 10V() and
the macroblock 111 are encoded. The location of the portion
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in the reference picture 10V( ) is recorded as a motion vector.
The encoded difference and the motion vector form part of the
data structure encoding the macroblock 111. In the MPEG-2
standard, the macroblocks 111 from one picture 10V( ) (a
predicted picture) are limited to prediction from portions of
no more than two reference pictures 10V( ). It is noted that
pictures 10V( ) used as a reference picture for a predicted
picture 10V () can be a predicted picture 10V () from another
reference picture 10V().

The macroblocks 111 representing a picture are grouped
into different slice groups 119. The slice group 119 includes
the macroblocks 111, as well as additional parameters
describing the slice group. Each of the slice groups 119 form-
ing the picture form the data portion of a picture structure
10V(). The picture 10V( ) includes the slice groups 119 as
well as additional parameters that further define the picture
10V(). Among the parameters are a presentation time stamp
PTS, and decode time stamp DTS.

Iy, By, By, Py, By, Bs, Py, B, By, Ps, in FIG. 4B, are
exemplary pictures. The arrows illustrate the temporal pre-
diction dependence of each picture. For example, picture B,
is dependent on reference pictures I,, and P;. Pictures coded
using temporal redundancy with respect to exclusively earlier
pictures of the video sequence are known as predicted pic-
tures (or P-pictures), for example picture P; is coded using
reference picture I,. Pictures coded using temporal redun-
dancy with respect to earlier and/or later pictures of the video
sequence are known as bi-directional pictures (or B-pictures),
for example, pictures B, is coded using pictures I, and P;.
Pictures not coded using temporal redundancy are known as
I-pictures, for example I,. In the MPEG-2 standard, I-pictures
and P-pictures are also referred to as reference pictures.

The foregoing data dependency among the pictures
requires decoding of certain pictures prior to others. Addi-
tionally, the use of later pictures as reference pictures for
previous pictures requires that the later picture is decoded
prior to the previous picture. As a result, the pictures cannot
be decoded in temporal display order, i.e. the pictures may be
decoded in a different order than the order in which they will
be displayed on the screen. Accordingly, the pictures are
transmitted in data dependent order, and the decoder reorders
the pictures for presentation after decoding. I, P;, B, B,, P,
B,, Bs, Pg, Bg, B, in FIG. 4C, represent the pictures in data
dependent and decoding order, different from the display
order seen in FIG. 4B. A decoder can use the decode time
stamp DTS and the presentation time stamp PTS to determine
when to decode and display the pictures 10V().

Referring again to FIG. 4A, the pictures are then grouped
together as a group of pictures (GOP) 123. The GOP 123 also
includes additional parameters further describing the GOP.
Groups of pictures 123 are then stored, forming what is
known as a video elementary stream (VES) 125. The VES 125
is then packetized to form a packetized elementary sequence.
The packetized elementary stream includes parameters, such
as the decode time stamp and the presentation time stamp.
The packetized elementary stream is then further packetized
into fixed length packets, each of which are associated with a
transport header, forming what are known as transport pack-
ets. The packetized elementary stream can also be encrypted.

The transport packets can be multiplexed with other trans-
port packets carrying other content, such as another video
elementary stream 125 or an audio elementary stream. The
multiplexed transport packets form what is known as a trans-
port stream. The transport stream is transmitted over a com-
munication medium for decoding and displaying.

Referring now to FIG. 4D, there is illustrated a block
diagram describing the encoding of an audio signal 10A. The
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6

audio signal 10A is sampled and digitized at various time
intervals. The samples are divided into frames 10A( ) repre-
senting a larger time interval. Each of the frames 10A( ) are
separately encoded, and transmitted to a decoder. The frames
10A( ) include a time stamp TS indicating the time that the
frame 10A( ) should be played. A decoder can use the PTS to
play the appropriate frames at the appropriate times.

Referring now to FIG. 5, there is illustrated a block dia-
gram of an exemplary circuit for decoding the compressed
audio data 10A( ) and video data 10V () in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention. A buffer 201 within a
Synchronous Dynamic Random Access Memory (SDRAM)
202 receives a transport stream. The buffer 201 can receive
the transport stream, either from a storage device 204, such as,
for example, a hard disc or a DVD, or a communication
channel 206.

A data transport processor 205 demultiplexes the transport
stream into audio transport streams and video transport
streams. The data transport processor 205 provides the audio
transport stream to an audio portion and the video transport
stream to a video transport processor 207.

The audio portion includes a compressed data buffer 230
and an audio decoder 235. The compressed data bufter 230
stores frames of audio data 10A( ). The audio decoder 235
decodes the frames of audio data 10A( ) for play on a speaker.

The video transport processor 207 parses the video trans-
port stream and recovers the video elementary stream. The
video transport processor 207 writes the video elementary
stream to a compressed data buffer 208. A video decoder 209
reads the video elementary stream from the compressed data
buffer 208 and decodes the video. The video decoder 209
decodes the video on a picture by picture basis. When the
video decoder 209 decodes a picture, the video decoder 209
writes the picture to a frame buffer 210.

The video decoder 209 receives the pictures in decoding
order. However, as noted above, the decoding and displaying
orders can be different. Accordingly, the decoded pictures are
stored in frame buffers 210 to be available at display time. At
display time, display engine 211 scales the video picture,
renders the graphics, and constructs the complete display.
Once the display is ready to be presented, it is passed to a
video encoder 216 where it is converted to analog video using
an internal digital to analog converter (DAC). The digital
audio is converted to analog in an audio digital to analog
converter (DAC) 217.

The frame buffers 210 also allow the video decoder 209 to
predict predicted pictures from reference pictures. The
decoder 209 decodes at least one picture, 1y, B, B,, P5, B,
Bs, P, B, Bg, Py, during each frame display period, in the
absence of Personal Video Recording (PVR) modes when live
decoding is turned on. Due to the presence of the B-pictures,
B,, B,, the decoder 209 decodes the pictures, 1,, B, B,, P35,
B,, Bs, P, B, Bg, Py in an order that is different from the
display order. The decoder 209 decodes each of the reference
pictures, e.g., I, P;, prior to each picture that is predicted
from the reference picture. For example, the decoder 209
decodes I, B, B,, P5, in the order, I, P;, B,, and B,. After
decoding I, and P;, the decoder 209 applies the offsets and
displacements stored in B, and B,, to the decoded I and P,
to decode B, and B,. The frame buffers 210 store the decoded
pictures, 1, and P;, in order for the video decoder 209 to
decode B, and B,.

The video decoder 209 also writes a number of parameters
associated with each picture in a buffer descriptor structure
212. Each frame buffer 210 is associated with a buffer
descriptor structure 212. The buffer descriptor structure 212
associated with a frame buffer 210 stores parameters associ-
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ated with the picture stored in the frame buffer 210. The
parameters can include, for example presentation time
stamps.

A display manager 213 examines the buffer descriptor
structures, and on the basis of the information therein, deter-
mines the display order for the pictures. The display manager
213 maintains a display queue 214. The display queue 214
includes identifiers identifying the frame buffers 210 storing
the pictures to be displayed. The display engine 211 examines
the display queue 214 to determine the next picture to be
displayed.

The display manager 213 can determine the next picture to
be displayed by examining the PTS parameters associated
with the pictures. The display manager 213 can compare the
PTS values associated with pictures to a system clock refer-
ence (SCR) to determine the ordering of the pictures for
display.

Alternatively, the display manager 213 can also determine
the order of the pictures to be displayed by examining the type
of pictures decoded. In general, when the video decoder 209
decodes a B-picture, the B-picture is the next picture to be
displayed. When the video decoder 209 decodes an I-picture
or P-picture, the display manager 213 selects the I-picture or
P-picture that was most recently stored in the frame buffer
210 to be displayed next.

A particular one of the frame buffers 210 stores B-pictures,
while two other frame buffers 210 store I-pictures and P-pic-
tures. When the video decoder 209 decodes a B-picture, the
video decoder 209 writes the B-picture to the particular frame
buffer 210 for storing B-pictures, thereby overwriting the
previously stored B-picture. When the video decoder 209
decodes an I-picture or a P-picture, the video decoder 209
writes the I-picture or P-picture to the frame buffer 210 stor-
ing the I-picture or P-picture that has been stored for the
longest period of time, thereby overwriting the I-picture or
P-picture.

The circuit also includes a controller 220 that acts as the
master for the data transport processor 205, the video trans-
port processor 207, the video decoder 209, the display engine
211, and the display manager 213.

As noted above, the frames 10A( ) of audio data and pic-
tures of video data 10V () are associated with a time stamp TS,
PTS, DTS. The video decoder 209 decodes one of the pictures
10V() of the video data while the audio decoder 235 decodes
one of the frames of the audio data 10A( ). The difference
between the decode time stamp DTS associated with the
picture 10V () of the video data decoded by the video decoder
209, and the time stamp TS associated with the frames
10A() of the audio data decoded by the audio decoder 235 is
within a certain margin of error from a predetermined offset.

According to certain aspects of the present invention, the
predetermined offset can be based on the difference in times
taken by the video decoder 209 to decode a picture of the
video data 10V( ) and taken by the audio decoder 235 to
decode a frame of the audio data 10A( ).

Generally, the video decoder 209 can take a longer time to
decode a picture 10V( ) of video data. Thus, if decoding the
picture 10V( ) of the video data leads (i.e., are decoded
earlier) the decoding of the frames 10A( ) of the audio data
(i.e., are decoded later) having approximately equal DTSs by
an offset (the difference between decoding times of audio and
video decoders), pictures of the video 10V( ) and frames of
the audio data 10A( ) to be played at the same time become
available for play at the same time. The foregoing can be
achieved by decoding a picture 10V( ) and an audio portion
10A( ) where the audio portion 10A( ) is associated with a
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time stamp that exceeds the time stamp associated with the
video portion 10V( ) by the offset.

According to certain aspects of the invention, the decoder
system can also include a system clock 240 for providing a
time reference. The controller 220 compares the time stamps
DTS or PTS associated with pictures 10V () of the video data
and the time stamps TS associated with frames 10A( ) of the
audio data to the time reference. The controller 220 then
selects the audio data 10A( ) associated with the time stamp
DTS or PTS that exceeds the time reference by within a
margin of error from the offset. The controller 220 selects the
frame 10V() of the video data associated with the time stamp
within the margin of error from the time reference.

The decoder system(s) as described herein may be imple-
mented as a board level product, as a single chip, application
specific integrated circuit (ASIC), or with varying levels of
the system integrated on a single chip with other portions of
the system as separate components. The degree of integration
of the monitoring system may primarily be determined by
speed of incoming MPEG packets, and cost considerations.
Because of the sophisticated nature of modern processors, it
is possible to utilize a commercially available processor,
which may be implemented external to an ASIC implemen-
tation of the present system. Alternatively, if the processor is
available as an ASIC core or logic block, then the commer-
cially available processor can be implemented as part of an
ASIC device wherein the memory storing instructions is
implemented as firmware. In one representative embodiment,
the decoder system can be implemented as a single integrated
circuit (i.e., a single chip design).

While the invention has been described with reference to
certain embodiments, it will be understood by those skilled in
the art that various changes may be made and equivalents may
be substituted without departing from the scope of the inven-
tion. In addition, many modifications may be made to adapt
particular situation or material to the teachings of the inven-
tion without departing from its scope. Therefore, itis intended
that the invention not be limited to the particular
embodiment(s) disclosed, but that the invention will include
all embodiments falling within the scope of the appended
claims.

The invention claimed is:
1. A method for displaying audio data and video data, the
method comprising:

comparing time stamps associated with portions of video
data with a predetermined offset to a clock reference;

comparing time stamps associated with portions of audio
data to the clock reference;

examining a time stamp of a portion of the audio data, the
portion of the audio data selected for decoding based on
the comparison between the time stamps associated with
the audio data and the clock reference;

comparing the time stamp of the portion of the audio data
with a time stamp of a portion of the video data, the
portion of the video data selected for decoding based on
the comparison between the time stamps associated with
the video data and the clock reference;

determining that a difference between the time stamp asso-
ciated with the portion of the video data and the time
stamp associated with the portion of the audio data is
within a certain margin of error from the predetermined
offset; and

decoding the portion of the audio data while decoding the
portion of the video data, responsive to the determina-
tion that the difference is within the certain margin of
error from the predetermined offset.
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2. The method of claim 1, wherein the predetermined offset
is a function of a difference between a time for decoding
video data and a time for decoding audio data.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the time stamp for the
portion of the video data and the time stamp for the portion of
the audio data are offset such that decoding of the portion of
the video data ends concurrently with decoding of the portion
of the audio data.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the time stamp associ-

ated with the portion of the video data comprises a decode 10

time stamp.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the time stamp associ-
ated with the portion of the audio data exceeds the time stamp
associated with the portion of the video data.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising storing the
audio and video data.

7. A system for displaying audio data and video data, the
system comprising:

one or more controllers operable to compare time stamps

associated with portions of video data with a predeter-
mined offset to a clock reference, compare time stamps
associated with portions of the audio data to the clock
reference, examine examining a time stamp of a portion
of the audio data selected for decoding based on the
comparison between the time stamps associated with the
audio data and the clock reference, and

compare the time stamp of the portion of the audio data

with a time stamp of a portion of the video data, the
portion of the video data selected for decoding based on
the comparison between the time stamps associated with
the video data and the clock reference,

the one or more controllers further operable to determine

that a difference between the time stamp associated with
the portion of the video data and the time stamp associ-
ated with the portion of the audio data is within a certain
margin of error from the predetermined offset;

an audio decoder operable to decode the portion of the

audio data, responsive to the determination that the dif-
ference is within the certain margin of error from the
predetermined offset; and

avideo decoder operable to decode the portion of the video

data while the audio decoder decodes the portion of the
audio data, responsive to the determination that the dif-
ference is within the certain margin of error from the
predetermined offset.

8. The system of claim 7, wherein the predetermined offset
is a function of a difference between a time for decoding
video data and a time for decoding audio data.

9. The system of claim 7, wherein the time stamp for the
portion of the video data and the time stamp for the portion of
the audio data are offset such that decoding of the portion of
the video data ends concurrently with decoding of the portion
of the audio data.
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10. The system of claim 7, wherein the time stamp associ-
ated with the portion of the video data comprises a decode
time stamp.

11. The system of claim 7, wherein the time stamp associ-
ated with the portion of the audio data exceeds the time stamp
associated with the portion of the video data.

12. The system of claim 7, further comprising:

a system clock operable to provide a time reference,

wherein the one or more controllers compare time stamps

associated with portions of the video data with the pre-
determined offset to the time reference and compare
time stamps associated with portions of the audio data to
the time reference.

13. The system of claim 7, further comprising a memory
for storing the audio data and video data.

14. A non-transitory computer-readable medium having
executable instructions for displaying audio data and video
data, the instructions operable to cause a processor to:

comparing time stamps associated with portions of video

data with a predetermined offset to a clock reference;
comparing time stamps associated with portions of audio
data to the clock reference;

examine a time stamp of a portion of the audio data, the

portion of the audio data selected for decoding based on
the comparison between the time stamps associated with
the audio data and the clock reference;

compare the time stamp of the portion of the audio data

with a time stamp of a portion of the video data, the
portion of the video data selected for decoding based on
the comparison between the time stamps associated with
the video data and the clock reference;

determine that a difference between the time stamp asso-

ciated with the portion of the video data and the time
stamp associated with the portion of the audio data is
within a certain margin of error from a predetermined
offset; and

decode the portion of the audio data while decoding the

portion of the video data, responsive to the determina-
tion that the difference is within the certain margin of
error from the predetermined offset.

15. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 14, wherein the instructions further comprise instruc-
tions operable to cause the processor to compare time stamps
associated with portions of the video data with the predeter-
mined offset to a time reference provided by a system clock.

16. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 14, wherein the instructions further comprise instruc-
tions operable to cause the processor to compare time stamps
associated with portions of the audio data to a time reference
provided by a system clock.
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